
Action Plan to Legislative Audit of Brucellosis Program 

June 9, 2017 

RECOMMENDATION:  1.  Department of Livestock should improve its oversight of brucellosis testing compliance by: 

 Using the brand inspection process to better monitor movements and testing of DSA livestock, and incorporating this 
information into DSA compliance monitoring; 

 Developing and implementing a consistent response to cases of noncompliance with DSA program requirements. 
DOL ACTIONS: Implementation Date Status 

1. Improve the timeliness of brand inspection review by utilizing improved technology 
for audit of local inspections:  September, 2017 scheduled 

Explanation/Remedy:  
This feature will allow brand inspectors to be individually audited to determine if all inspections have been submitted in a timely 
manner to the Helena office. Review of this movement data allows for DSA compliance monitoring. 

2. Utilize local brand inspectors to monitor compliance with DSA regulations.  July 2017 scheduled 
Explanation/Remedy:  
Without a change in MCA, local brand inspectors do not have the authority to decline a brand inspection if proof of ownership is met.  
However, we can utilize local inspectors to help us monitor DSA cattle for testing compliance.  If a local inspector has an inspection 
scheduled and knows that these cattle are from the DSA and there may be test requirements, then the inspector can confirm with the 
Helena office prior to or shortly after. Short notice inspections may require a post inspection confirmation.  Local inspector meetings 
are being scheduled for the two districts in which the DSA is located. Both District investigators have already worked to educate their 
local inspectors on DSA regulations. The district investigators have their local inspectors notify them of potential compliance issues. 

3. Improve oversight of testing compliance.  
Fall 2016 and 
ongoing complete 

Explanation/Remedy:  
The brucellosis program performs an annual DSA compliance assessment.  Herds with low test percentages are potentially out of 
compliance and are investigated on a case by case basis. This process will continue with an emphasis on utilizing brands officials to 
investigate producers who we are unable to contact.  

4. Develop and implement a consistent legal response to noncompliance.  July 1,2017 scheduled 
Explanation/Remedy:  
Brands enforcement plans to implement a documentation process to demonstrate when, where, and why enforcement of DSA 
regulations take place. It will enable Animal Health division to closely track the occurrence of violations and provide assurance that all 
violations are being addressed consistently. Also, the brucellosis program developed a suggested penalties decision tree with brands 
division that includes a bond matrix created by the Montana Supreme Court. The suggested penalties tree will be reviewed by an 
attorney and we hope to fully implement both by the beginning of the fiscal year. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 2: Department of Livestock should improve the oversight and accountability of DSA herd management plans 
through the following steps:  

 Develop criteria that provide the basis for herd management plans and use these criteria as the basis of documented risk 
assessments for the creation of herd management plans.  

 Comply with administrative rule regarding the review of herd management plans on an annual basis, or seek changes to 
administrative rules to modify the review period for herd management plans. 

 Document review and updates of DSA herd plans when completed. 

DOL ACTION: Implementation Date: Status 

Develop criteria for developing a management agreement. February, 2017  complete 

Explanation/Remedy:  
A herd management plan is available to any producer whose animals utilize ground within the DSA.  A management plan is required if a 
variance is requested. Meetings with producers to develop management agreements is an opportunity for education and outreach that 
MDOL will continue use to develop relationships and mitigate risk. 

DOL ACTION: Implementation Date:  

Revise administrative rules to reflect a reasonable review period for management 
agreements. April, 2017 complete 

Explanation/Remedy:  
ARM 32.3.401 was revised to require that management agreements be reviewed no less than every 5 years.  



 

DOL ACTION: Implementation Date: Status 

Create a process to document review and updates of management agreements. April, 2017 complete 

Explanation/Remedy:  
Management Agreements creation and review dates are being tracked on a spreadsheet that will be monitored monthly. Additionally, 
because variances to DSA regulations can only be granted through the creation of a management agreement, all variances will also be 
tracked.  

 

RECOMMENDATION 3. Department of Livestock should maintain full supporting documentation for oversight and approval of 
brucellosis vaccination reimbursement payments  

DOL ACTION: Implementation Date Status 

DOL will maintain a complete copy of all adult vaccination certificates with associated 
reimbursement requests. February, 2017  complete 
Explanation/Remedy: 
Upon receipt at DOL, official copies of brucellosis vaccination certificates are shared with the USDA office in Helena for data entry and 
then returned to DOL for long-term records maintenance.  Prior to the audit, DOL staff verified all pertinent information on the 
certificate, but then copied only the first page of the certificate for maintenance with reimbursement requests in accounting files.  
Pursuant to the audit recommendations, DOL staff now make a copy of the entire vaccination certificate and save it with the 
corresponding reimbursement request in accounting records.  Official copies of vaccination certificates are still processed as described 
above. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 4. Department of Livestock, when dealing with bison that have breached tolerance boundaries: 

 Use the IBMP adaptive management documents as the guidelines for determining when to conduct hazing and lethal removals.  
OR 

 Document circumstances that require the department staff to conduct lethal removals in cases that deviate from the IBMP 
adaptive management guidelines, AND 

 Emphasize cooperation with FWP through the use of public hunters to remove bison in non-tolerance areas. 

DOL ACTION: Implementation Date Status 

DOL continues to use the IBMP adaptive management guidelines to determine parameters 
for all bison operations.   

Winter 2016-2017 
operations season complete 

Explanation/Remedy: 
Since the adoption of the IBMP, DOL has consistently used the adaptive management guidelines to determine the parameters for all 
bison hazing and lethal removal operations.  The IBMP adaptive management guidelines clearly lay out options for reactions to bison 
that breach tolerance boundaries but do not specify that actions must be taken in any particular order. The audit findings seek to 
impose a higher standard than the adaptive management guidelines by specifying that hazing and non-lethal options must be 
attempted before a lethal removal is undertaken.  DOL has always considered non-lethal options first and has consistently coordinated 
with FWP on bison operations and removals. DOL has updated procedures to improve documentation of steps that occur prior to a 
lethal removal including contact with FWP.   

 

 





Board	of	Livestock	Meeting	 	
	
Agenda	Request	Form	

 
From:				
																									George	Harris	

Division/Program:			
Centralized	Services	

Date:	
June	13‐14,	2017	
Board	Meeting	

Agenda	Item:						Fiscal	Year	2018‐2019	Budgets	(Implementation)		
Background	Info:	
George	will	provide	the	Board	with	FY	2018‐	2019	budget	reports	from	the	latest	implementation	from	the	
65th	Legislature	–	The	budgets	are	legislatively	structured	in	Central	Services,	Animal	Health	and	Brands.		The	
Board	and	EO	will	likely	discuss	the	budget	structure	and	allocations	for	the	2019	biennium.	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	20	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	x	 Board	vote	required?	 Yes			 No	X	
Agenda	Item:					FY	2017	Expenditure	Projections	and	Projected	Actions	to	complete	FYE	2017.			
Background	Info:	
George	will	go	over	the	expenditure	projections	to	FYE	2017	by	program.		He	will	identify	Fiscal	Year	End	
issues	and	present	alternative	solutions	to	each	item.		He	will	respond	to	any	questions.				
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	30	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	 No	x	
Agenda	Item:						State	Special	Revenue	Comparison	FY	2016	with	FY	2017	Actuals									

Background	Info:	
George	will	present	the	FY	2017	state	special	revenue	collections	through	May	2017	compared	to	the	same	
period	last	fiscal	year.			
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	20	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	

	
No	
X	

		
Agenda	Item:			Budget	Status	Through	May	2017	

Background	Info:	
The	budget	status	reports	submitted	to	the	Board	will	be	included	in	the	CSD	report.		The	reports	will	include	
FY	2017	budget	compared	to	FY	2017	actual	expenses	through	May	2017	and	compared	to	expenses	through	
February	2016.		George	will	respond	to	any	questions	on	the	budget	status	report.		
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	10	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No		X	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	

	
No	
X	

Agenda	Item:						FY	2017	Cash	Balance	Projection:	(Per	Capita,	Brand	Fees	and	Lab	Fees)	
Background	Info:	
George	will	update	the	Board	on	the	projected	cash	balance	in	the	Per	Capita,	Brands	and	Lab	Fees	by	Fiscal	
Year	End	2017.	He	will	also	update	the	Board	on	per	capita	fee	collections	to	date	for	revenue	to	be	used	in	
Fiscal	Year	2018.	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	5	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	

	
No	
X	

Agenda	Item:																Brand	Revenue	Projection	–	Future	Planning	
Background	Info:	
George	will	present	the	brand	revenue	shortfall	projection	for	FY	2022.		The	shortfall	is	due	to	the	
requirement	to	defer	rerecord,	and	other	state	special	revenue.		Because	only	10%	a	year	can	be	utilized	each	
year,	the	first	five	years	have	significantly	less	expendable	revenue.		Plans	to	deal	with	the	issue	will	be	
discussed.		



Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	10	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	

	
No	
X	

	



Board	of	Livestock	Meeting		
Agenda	Request	Form	

	
BOL	Meeting	Date:		
	June	13‐14,	2017		

	
 
	

1.		From:		Dan	Turcotte	 Division/Program:	Milk	&	Egg	
Bureau	

	

Agenda	Item:		General	Updates	
	
	
	
	
	
Time	needed:			10	minutes	 Attachments:	 None	 	 Board	vote	required?	 	 	

 
 
 

2.		From:		 Division/Program:		 	
Agenda	Item:			
	
	
	
	
	
Time	needed:			MIN	 Attachments:	 	 	 Board	vote	required?	 	 	

 



Board	of	Livestock	Meeting	 	
	
Agenda	Request	Form	

 
From:			George	Edwards	
	

Division/Program:	LLB	 Meeting	Date:	6/13‐14/17	
	

Agenda	Item:						General	Updates												
	
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	10	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required?	 Yes		 No	
Agenda	Item:															
Background	Info:		
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:			 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required	 Yes	 No	
Agenda	Item:								
Background	Info:	
		
	
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:		 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	 No	
Agenda	Item:					
Background	Info:	
	
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	 No	

Agenda	Item:	

Background	Info:	
	
	
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	 No	

	





















Board	of	Livestock	Meeting	 	
	
Agenda	Request	Form	

 
From:			Leslie	Doely		
	

Division/Program:	Brands	
Enforcement	

Meeting	Date:		
June	13‐14	2017	

Agenda	Item:																	Brands	Conflict	Check	Demonstration	
	
Background	Info:	In	preparation	for	discussion	of	brands	conflict	check	history	and	policy,	Cally	Goyins,	the	
Brand	Recorder,	will	demonstrate	the	conflict‐checking	process	for	issuing	new	brands.	The	demo	will	
include	a	PowerPoint	presentation.		
	
Recommendation:	none	
Time	needed:	1	hour	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	x	 Board	vote	required?	 Yes		 No	x	
Agenda	Item:														Personnel	Update	
Background	Info:		
Update	on	current	openings,	new	hires,	retirements.		
	
	
Recommendation:	none	
Time	needed:		5	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	x	 Board	vote	required	 Yes	 No	x	
Agenda	Item:							Brands	Enforcement	Structure	
Background	Info:	
The	presentation	of	Brands	Enforcement’s	budget	to	the	legislature	was	done	in	three	components:	
enforcement,	markets,	and	the	Helena	Office.	In	the	future,	BE	spending	and	revenue	will	be	tracked	in	those	
three	areas	separately,	and	there	may	be	some	logic	in	making	more	of	an	official	distinction	between	the	
three	parts	of	the	Division.		
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	10	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	x	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	 No	x	
Agenda	Item:					
Background	Info:	
	
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	 No	

Agenda	Item:	

Background	Info:	
	
	
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	 No	

	



Montana	Department	of	Livestock		
Meat	and	Poultry	Inspection	Meeting	

	
	
Agenda	Request	Form	

 
From:	
																								Gary	Hamel	

District:	Meat	and	Poultry	
Inspection.	

Meeting	Date:			June	13,	14	
	

Agenda	Item:					Spring	NASMFID	Meeting	
	
Background	Info:		
	
Attended	the	National	Association	of	State	Meat	and	Food	Inspector	Directors	meeting	in	Las	Cruses	New	
Mexico.			Topics	include:	1)	internet	sales	of	retail,	custom,	and	other	exempted	meats;	2)	meat	inspection	in	
the	Army;	and	3)	state	on‐site	audit	updates.	
	
	
Recommendation:				
Time	needed:	5	min	 Attachments:	 yes	 No	X	 Action	required?	 yes		 No	X	
Agenda	Item:						Montana	Meat	Processors	Association	Meeting	
	
Background	Info:	
	
Made	a	presentation	to	the	Montana	Meat	Processors	Association.		Topics	included:	1)	How	to	become	a	state	
inspected	facility;	2)	Legislative	Session	update;	and	3)	Distribution	of	state	inspected	meat	and	poultry	
products.	
	
	
Time	needed:		5	min	 Attachments:	 yes	 no	 Action	required	 yes	 no	
Agenda	Item:		Audit	Update	
	
Discuss	the	status	of	the	recent	on‐site	federal	audit.	
	
	
Recommendation:	

Time	needed:	5	min	 Attachments:	 yes	 No	X	 Action	required:	 yes	 No	
X	

Agenda	Item:	
Background	Info:	
	
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	 Attachments:	 yes	 no	 Action	required:	 yes	 No	

Agenda	Item:	

Background	Info:	
	
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	 Attachments:	 yes	 no	 Action	required:	 yes	 no	



Board	of	Livestock	Meeting	 	
	
Agenda	Request	Form	

 
From:			Steve	Smith/Bill	Layton	
	

Division/Program:		
Diagnostic	Laboratory	

Meeting	Date:		
6/13‐14/17	

Agenda	Item:																	Clinical	Pathology	section	update	
	
Background	Info:		
Clinical	Pathology	section	update.		Recruiting	and	retaining	staff	in	this	section	has	proven	to	be	quite	
difficult.		As	of	6/16/17,	we	will	be	unable	to	continue	performing	most	of	the	testing	in	this	area	of	the	lab	
due	to	the	lack	of	qualified	staff	members,	and	notification	of	clients	of	this	fact	has	already	begun.			
	
	
Recommendation:	
The	board	needs	to	decide	how	to	proceed	with	this	lab	section,	whether	with	a	temporary	suspension	of	
services	while	enhanced	recruitment	takes	place,	or	with	a	possible	closure	of	this	section	of	the	laboratory,	
with	redistribution	of	a	subset	of	tests	to	other	sections	and	potential	redistribution	of	FTE’s	to	other	sections	
in	need	of	additional	staffing.	
Time	needed:	40	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required?	 Yes		 No	
Agenda	Item:													Other	Hiring/Position	updates		
Background	Info:		
Hiring	of	new	employees	in	multiple	positions,	as	well	as	updates	on	the	search	process	for	candidates	in	
remaining	open	positions.	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:		10	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required	 Yes	 No	
Agenda	Item:							Fee	increase	updates	
Background	Info:	
	Update	on	the	process	for	the	proposed	fee	increases	for	lab	testing	in	most	sections.		The	document	is	
complete,	and	will	be	submitted	to	the	Secretary	of	State	on	6/12/17.	
	
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	10	minutes	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	 No	
Agenda	Item:					
Background	Info:	
	
	
	
	
Recommendation:	
Time	needed:	 Attachments:	 Yes	 No	 Board	vote	required:	 Yes	 No	

Agenda	Item:	

Background	Info:	
	
	
	
	
	



Board	of	Livestock	Meeting	 	
	
Agenda	Request	Form	

 
 

June 2, 2017 
1.  From: Marty Zaluski Division/Program: Animal Health  
Agenda Item:  Proposed Alternative Livestock Rule Changes 
 
The Animal Health Division received a request from an alternative livestock producer to consider allowing 
producers to apply tags to alternative livestock and collect samples for CWD submission.  Currently only an 
alternative livestock accredited veterinarian or other department designated agent may perform those tasks.  
After consulting with other states that have alternative livestock programs it is clear that the majority of 
those states allow producers to perform these tasks.  The rule changes requested below reflect changes 
necessary to allow Montana alternative livestock producers to apply tags and collect CWD samples from 
their own animals.  These changes are being re-presented at the request of the board. 
  
 
32.4.201  IDENTIFICATION OF ALTERNATIVE LIVESTOCK  WITH THE EXCLUSION 
OF OMNIVORES AND CARNIVORES 

(3) Under the authority of 87-4-414, MCA, and 9 CFR 55 and 81, each alternative livestock 
will be marked with two forms of official identification approved by the department.  One approved 
method of identification will be the Montana official eartag. 

(a) Montana official eartags must be applied by a department-designated agent.  Official 
ear tags will be issued to and applied by alternative livestock veterinarian or other department-
designated agents.  Alternative livestock veterinarians may choose to delegate authority to apply 
tags to an alternative livestock licensee within the context of a valid veterinarian-client-patient-
relationship.  In the circumstance that a licensee applies tags to alternative livestock the following 
conditions must be met: 

           (i) The alternative livestock licensee may only apply tags to their own animals 
and to animals in herds that have achieved CWD certified status. 

           (ii) The alternative livestock licensee may apply tags to calves born in the same 
year as the tagging event.  All calf tagging must be completed and reported to the Department 
of Livestock prior to January 1. Tagging information must be reported to the Department of 
Livestock on an official department form within 5 days of the tagging event.  If the Alternative 
livestock licensee requests an extension to the January 1 tagging deadline a veterinarian must 
then apply the tags. 

           (iii) The alternative livestock licensee may apply replacement tags or tags to adult 
animals only with prior approval from the state veterinarian.  The animal must have one 
official tag in place prior to application of the replacement tag. 
(b) USDA official eartags and Montana official eartags are nontransferable and can only 

be removed from an alternative livestock animal by a department-designated agent. 
(c) Montana official eartags that are lost from alternative livestock must be surrendered to 

a department-designated agent or the department as soon as possible after the retrieval of the 
tag. 

(d) All animal identification tags retrieved from alternative livestock by the 
department- designated agent shall be submitted to the department Helena office. 

(4) The unauthorized removal of a Montana official eartag or USDA official eartag, or 



the alteration or reuse of tags shall constitute a violation of this rule. 
(5) The alteration of a whole herd mark except as outlined in (2)(b) of this rule shall 

constitute a violation of this rule and 81-3-221, MCA. (History: 87-4-422, MCA; IMP, 87-4-422 
MCA; NEW, 1999 MAR p. 136, Eff. 1/15/99; AMD, 2010 MAR p. 2974, Eff. 12/24/10; AMD, 2013 
MAR p. 414, Eff. 3/29/13.) 
 
32.4.1302  REQUIREMENTS FOR MANDATORY SURVEILLANCE OF MONTANA 
ALTERNATIVE LIVESTOCK FARM CERVIDAE FOR CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE  (1)  The 
licensee must present his entire herd annually for inspection by a designated agent of the 
department.  The department will verify alternative livestock game farm animal’s identification 
and the alternative livestock inventory must reconcile with the department’s records. 

(2)  The licensee must report all alternative livestock deaths to the department 
(Helena office) within one day of the discovery of death as required by 87-4-415, MCA. 

(3)  Upon the discovery of dead cervids, the licensee must immediately request an 
inspection of the alternative livestock as required by ARM 32.4.301.  At the time of the 
inspection of the dead animal, the alternative livestock veterinarian shall remove the currently 
required tissue samples and/or specimens and submit them to a department-approved 
laboratory for testing for chronic wasting disease (CWD). 

(a) An alternative livestock licensee with a valid veterinarian-client-patient-relationship 
with an alternative livestock veterinarian may collect CWD samples from a dead cervid if the 
licensee has been trained in sample collection by the alternative livestock veterinarian. 
Licensees may only collect samples from animals from CWD certified status herds owned by 
the licensee. 
           (i) Training for CWD sample collection will involve the veterinarian supervising the 
licensee through collection of CWD samples from at least 2 animals prior to the licensee being 
allowed to collect samples unsupervised. 
           (ii) If a licensee collects CWD samples they must submit the currently required tissue 
samples to an alternative livestock veterinarian along with the animal’s ear(s) containing 
official identification tags and tattoo. 
           (iii) The alternative livestock veterinarian will be responsible for submitting CWD samples 
to a department-approved laboratory for testing as well as completing an inspection certificate 
for submission to the department along with the official identification tags removed from the 
ear(s). 
           (iv) If a licensee collects a sample that is unsuitable for CWD testing due to poor sample 
collection technique the licensee must be re-trained by an alternative livestock veterinarian 
before being allowed to collect any further CWD samples. If a licensee continues to collect 
unsuitable samples after re-training the licensee will no longer be able to collect CWD samples 
and the CWD certified status of their herd may be reduced. 

(ab)  The state veterinarian may, at his discretion, grant a waiver to tissue sample 
and/or specimen submission from alternative livestock.  The following conditions may be 
considered: 

(i)  The licensee’s herd is of CWD monitored herd status level I or greater (or the equivalent 
thereof), as required by ARM 32.4.1303, and the animal has not had contact with animals of lesser 
status. 
(ii)  The animal for which a waiver is requested must have resided on the licensee’s alternative 
livestock farm for 12 months or have resided in the herd from which it is transported for a period 



of 12 months. 
(iii)  The licensee must be in compliance with all requirements of Title 87, chapter 4, part 

4, MCA and rules promulgated pursuant to this part. 
(iv)  The licensed alternative livestock farm must have no documented cases of ingress 

of wild cervids or egress of alternative livestock within the 18-month period immediately 
preceding the request for a waiver.  If it is determined by the state veterinarian there has been 
no compromise in the surveillance status of the herd, this criteria may be waived in the 
application for a waiver to CWD surveillance. 

(v)  There have been no breaches in perimeter fence integrity that may have 
compromised the CWD surveillance status on the alternative livestock herd. 

(bc)  The state veterinarian may grant a waiver with stipulations that may include, but is 
not limited to, additional whole herd inspections.  A waiver from CWD surveillance does not 
exempt the licensee from any other requirements for inspection or testing of alternative 
livestock. 

(cd)  The state veterinarian may not grant a waiver to the mandatory surveillance required 
in this rule for an entire herd or for a cervid from a herd that has been identified as a CWD 
affected, exposed or trace herd. 

(de)  The licensee is responsible for all costs incurred for the examination of alternative 
livestock farm cervids, the inspection services, the collection and submission of tissue sample 
and/or specimens, and the laboratory diagnostic costs. 

(4)  Failure to comply with the requirements of this rule may result in the 
following: (a)  The monitored status of the herd may be reclassified to 
“suspended.” 
(b)  The cervid herd may be placed under a hold order. 
(c)  The department may consider failure to comply with this rule as a violation of 87-4-

427, MCA. 
(5)  Any person having knowledge that an alternative livestock farm cervid has been 

diagnosed as affected with CWD or exposed to CWD must report that knowledge to the 
department as required by ARM 32.4.1001.  (History:  81-2-103, 87-4-422, MCA; IMP, 81-2-
103, 87-4-422, MCA; NEW, 1999 MAR p. 652, Eff. 4/9/99; AMD, 2010 MAR p. 2974, Eff. 
12/24/10; AMD, 2013 MAR p. 414, Eff. 3/29/13; AMD, 2013 MAR p. 2308, Eff. 12/13/13.) 

 
Time needed:  20 MIN Attachments: No Board vote required? Yes 

 

 

 

2.  From: Marty Zaluski Division/Program: Animal Health  
Agenda Item:  Proposed Administrative Rule Change regarding the importation of M branded cattle 
The Chairmen of the Agriculture Committees of the 65th Montana Legislature requested the 
Department increase the testing requirements for M-branded cattle imported into Montana. The 
request included adoption of language similar to North Dakota’s requiring testing of the birth herd 
of origin and an additional test before entering Montana.  
 
 
 



32.3.212  ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS FOR CATTLE 
 (4)  Test-eligible cattle originating from a tuberculosis accredited free U.S. state or zone 
require a negative tuberculosis test within 60 days prior to importation if they: 
 (a)  are M-branded; or 
 (b)  are Mx-branded; or 
 (ca)  have been in contact or exposed to M-branded, Mx-branded, or other cattle originally 
from Mexico; or 
 (db)  are sexually intact dairy cattle, except: 
 (i)  dairy cattle who originate directly from an accredited tuberculosis free herd; or 
 (ii)  dairy cattle less than six months of age accompanied by a tuberculosis test-negative 
dam. 
 (5)  Sporting bovines originating from a tuberculosis accredited free U.S. state or zone 
require a negative tuberculosis test within twelve months prior to importation if they: 
 (a)  are six months of age and older; or 
 (b)  have attended at least a single sporting event; or 
 (c)  are being imported for a specific sporting event. 
 (6)  Test-eligible cattle that are dairy cattle, sporting bovines, or sexually intact beef cattle 
originating from a tuberculosis modified accredited advanced U.S. state or zone must meet one of 
the following: 
 (a)  one negative tuberculosis test within 60 days prior to importation; or 
 (b)  one negative tuberculosis test within six months and part of a whole herd test; or 
 (c)  originate directly from an accredited tuberculosis free herd; or 
 (d)  less than six months of age and accompanied by a tuberculosis test-negative dam. 
 (7)  Test-eligible cattle that are dairy cattle, sporting bovines, or sexually intact beef cattle 
originating from a tuberculosis modified accredited U.S. state or zone must meet one of the 
following requirements: 
 (a)  two negative tuberculosis tests 60-120 days apart, with the second test occurring within 
60 days prior to importation into Montana; or 
 (b)  one negative tuberculosis test within 60 days prior to importation into Montana and part 
of a whole herd test within the last 12 months; or 
 (c)  one negative tuberculosis test within 60 days prior to importation into Montana and 
originate directly from an accredited tuberculosis free herd. 
 (7) Test eligible M or Mx branded cattle imported into Montana require the following: 
 (a) a negative tuberculosis test within 60 days prior to importation 
 (b) proof of a whole herd negative tuberculosis test on the birth herd of origin. 

(8)  Test-eligible cattle that are sexually intact dairy cattle, sporting bovines, or sexually 
intact beef cattle originating from outside of the United States must have one negative tuberculosis 
test within 60 days prior to importation.  Cattle originating directly from Mexico must meet the 
requirements set forth in ARM 32.3.212B. 
 (9)  Cattle less than two months of age originating from a tuberculosis modified accredited 
U.S. state or zone must be quarantined for testing between two and four months of age. 
 
(History:  81-2-102, 81-2-103, 81-2-707, MCA; IMP, 81-2-102, 81-2-703, 81-2-704, MCA; Eff. 
12/31/72; AMD, Eff. 11/4/75; AMD, Eff. 6/5/76; AMD, Eff. 5/5/77; AMD, 1977 MAR p. 962, Eff. 
11/26/77; EMERG, AMD, 1/20/78; AMD, 1978 MAR p. 579, Eff. 4/25/78; AMD, 1978 MAR p. 1179, 
Eff. 8/11/78; AMD, 1979 MAR p. 844, Eff. 8/17/79; AMD, 1980 MAR p. 1713, Eff. 6/27/80; AMD, 



1982 MAR p. 604, Eff. 3/26/82; AMD, 1984 MAR p. 267, Eff. 1/27/84; AMD, 1986 MAR p. 794, Eff. 
5/16/86; AMD, 1996 MAR p. 2300, Eff. 8/23/96; AMD, 1998 MAR p. 656, Eff. 3/13/98; AMD, 2007 
MAR p. 204, Eff. 2/9/07; AMD, 2010 MAR p. 413, Eff. 2/12/10; AMD, 2010 MAR p. 2974, Eff. 
12/24/10; AMD, 2011 MAR p. 2632, Eff. 12/9/11; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 1262, Eff. 6/22/12; AMD, 
2012 MAR p. 2069, Eff. 10/12/12; AMD, 2013 MAR p. 1343, Eff. 7/26/13; AMD, 2013 MAR p. 
2308, Eff. 12/13/13; AMD, 2014 MAR p. 1096, Eff. 5/23/14; AMD, 2014 MAR p. 3069, Eff. 
12/25/14; AMD, 2015 MAR p. 445, Eff. 5/1/15; AMD, 2016 MAR p. 223, Eff. 2/6/16.) 
 
 
32.3.212B  IMPORTATION OF CATTLE FROM MEXICO  (1)  All M-branded, Mx-branded, and 
other cattle or bison two months of age and older originating directly from Mexico (imported into 
the U.S. within 60 days) require: 
 (a) A whole herd negative tuberculosis test on the birth herd of origin; 
 (b) A negative tuberculosis test 60-120 days prior to importation into Montana; the birth herd 
of origin test meets this requirement if conducted within 120 days of importation into Montana; and 
 (c) A negative tuberculosis test performed by a USDA – APHIS VS accredited veterinarian 
within 60 days prior to importation into Montanatwo negative TB tests 60-120 days apart.  The first 
negative test can be the U.S. entry test.  The second negative TB test must be performed by a 
USDA-APHIS VS accredited veterinarian and must be within 60 days prior to importation into 
Montana. 

 (History: 81-2-102, MCA; IMP, 81-2-102, 81-2-103, 81-2-703, MCA; NEW, 1996 MAR p. 2300, Eff. 
8/23/96; AMD, 2012 MAR p. 1262, Eff. 6/22/12.) 

 
Time needed:  20 MIN Attachments: No Board vote required? No 

 

 

 

 

3.  From: Marty Zaluski Division/Program: Animal Health  
Agenda Item:  Out of State Travel Request 
 
USDA is planning a Bovine TB (tuberculosis) Summit to highlight the chronic bacterial disease that 
has seen a recent bump in cases over recent months with reported infections in five states 
including South Dakota. 
  
Scheduled for Wednesday & Thursday, July 26-27 in Fort Collins, Colo., the Bovine TB Summit 
will bring industry and regulators together to discuss how to modernize the TB program and work 
toward eradicating the disease from the United States, said Dr. Jack Shere, Chief Veterinary 
Officer of the United States, USDA/Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service. 
  
The Animal Health Division is requesting out-of-state travel approval for Dr. Tahnee Szymanski to 
travel and attend this important summit. 



 
Travel to Fort Collins, CO – Tuesday, July 25, 2017 – return Thursday, July 27, 2017 

 Flight:         $700-$900 
 Hotel:         $170/night for 2 nights = $340 
 Per Diem:   3 days = $138___ 
 Total:          estimated  $1,378 

 
These expenses will be paid from the zoonotic cooperative agreement funds. 
 
Time needed:  10 MIN Attachments: No Board vote required? Yes 

 

3.  From: Marty Zaluski Division/Program: Animal Health  
Agenda Item:  Miscellaneous Updates 

 Johne’s 
 Other animal health issues 
  

Time needed:  10 MIN Attachments: No Board vote required? No 
4.  From: Marty Zaluski Division/Program: Animal Health  

Agenda Item:  Summary of USAHerds Meeting - Travel 

For Board of Livestock Information: 
On May 2nd though May 4th, Sara Starkey and Samantha Novak traveled to Springfield Missouri for 
this year’s annual USA Herds conference (USA Herds is the animal health management software 
used to issue import permits, quarantines, etc..).  
 
USA Herds staff presented on upgrades that will be implemented with USA Herds 7.2. One of the 
simple upgrades of 7.2 is the search pages text will be red. This will keep us from filling in the 
search field and losing all data on the wrong page. Everyone was excited to hear that the 
interoperability with other systems is continuing to grow and expand. Fort Supply and Global Vet 
Link will soon be able to automatically upload into USA Herds. Once both updates are in place it 
will save us a considerable amount of time on data entry. The conference was very beneficial to 
our goal to streamline data entry, refine our traceability and become more efficient in our time 
management.  The conference also allows us to consult with other states on how they use USA 
Herds and how they manage their livestock in each state. We also learned how to merge contact 
information to eliminate duplicates in our system. This will make searching for the most recently 
updated contact information much quicker and accurate.  

  

Time needed:  10 MIN Attachments: No Board vote required? No 
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